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Report of Inaugural Session 

Indian History Research Council, New Delhi 

Sponsored 

National Seminar 

On 

“The Archaeological and Literary Study of the Temples of Bihar” 

Organised by 

Department of History, M.M.Mahila College, V.K.S.U., Ara, Bihar 

In collaboration with 

Ithihas Sankalan Samiti, Bihar 

(15th-16th July, 2022) 

 

Day 1 15th July 2022 

Inaugural Session  

On 15-16th of July 2022, a National Seminar was organised by the Department of History, Mahanth 

Mahadevanand Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Ara in collaboration with Ithihas Sankalan Samiti, Bihar 

on the topic “The Archaeological and Literary Study of the Temples of Bihar”. It was sponsored 

by Indian History Research Council, New Delhi and oragnised in collaboration with Itihas Sanklan 

Samiti, Bihar. The venue was seminar hall of the college. It was attended by around 110 registered 

participants and invited guests. The inaugural event was from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

 

Dr. Sudha Ranjani Niketan, Assistant Professor and Head, Department of Hindi was anchor of the 

Inaugural Session. With short welcome of the dignitaries seated son the Dias, the event began with 

lightening of lamp by Principal of the college, Dr. Abha Singh, Chairperson of the Organizing 

Committee along with  the Chief Guest Mr. Acharya Kishore Kunal, Mahavir Mandir Trust, Patna, 

Special Guest- Dr. Balmukund Pandey, National Org. Secretary in Akhil Bhartiya Ithihas Sanklan 

Yozna, Speaker Prof. Baidyanath Labh, Vice-Chancellor, Nava Nalanda Mahavira, Nalanda, 

Speaker Dr. Rajiv Ranjan, Professor, Dept. of History, College of Commerce, Arts and Sciences, 

Patna, Prof. (Dr) C.S.Choudhary, Pro.Vice-Chancellor, V.K.S.University, Ara, Prof. (Dr.) 

Dhirendra Kumar Singh, Registrar, V.K.S.U., Ara,  Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Convener of the National 



Seminar and Dr. Anupama as Co-Convener.  It was followed by welcome song and the University 

Kulgeet by students. 

 

 

 

Release of Souvenir by dignitaries 

 

Dr. Abha Singh started her welcome speech with a beautiful poetic verse in Sanskrit. She expressed 

gratitude to all invited guests for taking out valuable time.  She shared the message given by 

Honorable Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr. K.C.Sinha for the success of the event. Later on, she 

introduced the audience to the immense contribution of Mr. Acharya in the field of studies on 

temple and religion in Bihar. She added that temples have been centers of learning and growth of 

culture. She also highlighted about gurukuls which were part of ancient history as mode of teaching 

practices in temples.  

 

Dr. Rajiv Kumar the Convener of the seminar, in his speech gave a brief note of the two-day event. 

Dr. Rajiv focused on the topic of the seminar and the wide contributions of the speakers.  He added 



that it is necessary to undertake study of temples. For him it was studies were important  to have a 

comprehensive knowledge of historical facts with special references to the archaeological 

techniques. In the context of temples in Bihar, he added that it will help in acknowledging the 

religious and cultural aspects. It also gives a positive energy if we are connected to the spiritual 

and religious activities. He talked about the Gupta-era and Post-Gupta era, Satpathbrahmins etc. 

He ended his note by saying that the study of temples is very essential for the moral and intellectual 

development of human being. The felicitation ceremony was followed by release of the souvenir 

which contained abstracts of the participants and speakers.  

 

Souvenir Release – Convener and Co Converner 

 The Chief Guest Dr. Kishore Kunal , ‘Acharya’ delivered the keynote address. He said that the 

National Seminar would be a center for historical deliberation with constant study of practice and 

perception. He also talked about trio of intellectualism in Bihar- Kalidas, Mandal Mishra and 

Valmiki who were responsible for beginning of fundamental research practices such as carve out 

historical and archaeological facts. He highlighted in his lecture that that the oldest temple in India 

is situated in Kaimur District of Bihar. There is a need to find out about the lost temples of Bihar 

with the help of literary and archaeological evidences. He also talked about the temples during 

Kushan and Pal-era. He added that important temples and statues are situated in Bodh Gaya(Bihar). 

 



In the address by the Special Guest- Dr. Balmukund Pandey, numerous information and 

archaeological facts about temples in Bihar was known.  He said that the temples have been the 

cultural token of historical development. Indian spiritualism is the primary crux of eternal peace 

and sanctity. It helps to exclude negative waves. Most importantly, He stressed over the scientific 

study of temples in order to have a realistic idea. History follows a continuous research process 

that requires archaeological interpretation too. Hence, the overall study of temples in Bihar 

requires these methodologies to be connected to the cultural history of India. 

 

The distinguished Speaker, Prof. Baidyanath Labh in his speech said that Hindu temples have a 

special place in establishing the Indian culture.  According to him, they are not only essential for 

the spiritual belief, but also are an elegant place for social and scientific consciousness. Hence, the 

Hindu-culture has been an epitome of temple study. It is needed to preserve its sacredness and 

inviolability. 

 

Another eminent speaker Dr. Rajiv Ranjan graced the event with his views on temples in Bihar 

with the study of literary and archaeological study. He said that more than belief, now the topic of 

temples has value of research. He talked about onagri Temples. He talked about memory and folk 

stories which is also corroborated by historical anthropologist Buchanan. The importance of 

mythic stories. He gave example of ‘langot baba’ and shared his stories.  He focused on importance 

of local stories and that there is a need to find such sources. He said that sources for such are 

available in form of official reports and gazetteers but we need to question their authenticity. 

According to him, the value of first hand story often got lost in translation by British writers and 

ethnographers, for example, name of villages etc. We need to question the sources itself and if they 

produced the right history. There is a parameter to judge knowledge based on reading best thinkers 

and colonial historians. We need to rethink looking at knowledge which is often biased by the 

colonial mindset.  The renaming of syllabi also needs to be changed. The use of terminologies for 

that were set by the colonials needs to be revised.  He argued that its essential that the idea of 

Bharat should be the first premise to understand our history.  In Induction programme study of 

Indian culture is an important addition by Bihar government. He said that the Euro -centric view 

of history writing needs to be changed. He also pointed out the importance of “Itihas Diwas” and 

writing local history.   



 

Another notable address was by Prof. Dr. Dhirendra Kumar Singh. He said that the topic of the 

Seminar has a contemporary relevance. He congratulated the Organizing Committee for 

undertaking such an endeavor. It would help to acknowledge the historical and archaeological 

study. He added the symbolic importance of Mahavir Mandir situated in Patna, Bihar. He ended 

his speech by saying that the outcome of the event shall bring fruitful results for the future. 

 

The last address was given by Prof. Dr. C.S.Choudhary. He added that spiritualism is never 

destructive as some believe. It is actually welfare-oriented if it is taken as social token. He tried to 

connect it with scientific study. He focused over the importance of Mundeshwari Mandir situated 

in Bihar. 

 

The Inaugural Session of the National Seminar ended with Vote of Thanks given by the Co-

Convener, Dr. Anupama. She expressed her heartfelt thanks to ICHR, New Delhi for providing 

the grant for organizing the event successfully. She said that the topic of the National Seminar is 

new and fresh. It attempts to fill the gap which has been created due to lack of qualitative researches 

and due lack of interest. According to her, the studies offers to explore the cultural history of 

temples in Bihar and how temples add to the understanding of the state. She thanked all the 

dignitaries on and off the dias for their presence to grace the inaugural event. She also thanked all 

the participants across India who had contributed with their related research papers. The media 

persons were also acknowledged with gratitude for their constant support throughout the vent. 

 

 

Session II  

 

The session was anchored by Dr. Vijayshri,  Assitant Professor, Department. Of Psychology. The 

first speaker for the session was Dr. Sunita Sharma, Associate Professor, B.D. College, Patliputra 

University.The title of her lecture was ‘Cosmic Glass Ceiling: Restricting Gender Space in 

Temples – The Institutionalised Form of Religion’. She said in her lecture that, women are slowly 

cutting through the thicket of conservatism that denies them equality in worship in many place 

(Leslie C. Orr). Liberty is tested at the individual level, for individual alone can constitute the 



public in a republic. The ethical autonomy of women and the intrinsic value of womanhood needs 

to be asserted in the realm of spirituality. Therefore, breaching more religious barriers to achieve 

equality in the realm of religion should be a precursor to the call of women empowerment.  

Any celebration of the demise of male hegemony over religion might be premature (Uma 

Chakravarti). Women are winning support in the court because there is sound legal ground against 

discrimination, more so if it comes in the form of institutional discrimination. In an attempt 

towards de- brahmanising history many scholars have brought out the resilience of a counter 

tradition by visiting some of the major site of resistance (Braj Ranjan Mani). The dominance of 

males particularly Brahmins in temples still exists (Kumkum Roy). The temples devoted to female 

deities in Bihar whether the iconic temple of Patandevi or Mundeshwari have no female priestesses 

but many other shakti peeths (D.R.Patil) strewn all over Bihar too have male dominance for 

carrying forward the rituals in the temples like acceptance of gifts, grants, perpetual lamps, thus 

the proprietorship of temples lies with the males (Anjali Verma). The cosmic glass ceiling remains 

despite the enervating presence of the female deity worshipped as shakti (Kane). The literary and 

epigraphical sources corroborate the invisibility of women in the structural as well as in the social 

formation of the society. 

Second speaker of the session Dr. Ramakant sharma , Associate Professor of History,   talked about 

Vishnupad temple in Gaya. He said that the discourse of temples is important as the theme of 

temples can be studied in form of various approaches. He pointed out that the city of Gaya has 

been mentioned in many rich sources. He talked about mythical stories such as reincarnation of 

Vishnu as Vaman and story of Bali. The pad in gaya that he was believed to be kept by Vishnu. 

He also talked about historical sources asvagosha.  

Another speaker for the session Dr. Urvashi Gautam, Assistant Professor of history, spoke on 

Rajnagar (Madhubani): The City of Ruined Temples. In her presentation she talked about Rajnagar 

which is  situated at a distance of 15 kms from Madhubani town and 230 kms north of Patna, the 

capital of Bihar. She mentioned that the structural remnants at Rajnagar includes residential 

buildings, revenue office and temples of Brahmanical deities.  She further said that the Raj of 

Darbhanga established Rajnagar as one of his centers built in the 20th Century. During the period 

of King Rameshwar Singh several beautiful buildings and temples were constructed. The famous 

temples here are Durga Mandir, Kali Mandir, Kamakhya Mandir, Naulakha Mandir, 



Ardhnarishwar Mandir,Shiv Mandir and Girija Mandir. All these temples were constructed by 

Maharaja Rameshwar Singh, after the death of his elder brother Maharaja Lakshmeshwar Singh. 

Her paper is an attempt to look at the history, architecture and cultural importance of the cluster of 

temples in Rajnagar along with the the three major inscriptions of the Kali temple. The inscriptions 

are in Devanagari Script written in Sanskrit. The inscriptions have been translated and edited by 

Bhavanath Jha, Editor, Dharmayan, Publication& Research Section, Mahavir Mandir Patna. This 

paper would like to draw attention of the researchers, scholars as well as the administrators to 

protect and popularize such places of historical, cultural and religious importance. 

After these two sessions paper presentations of participants numbering 60-80 presented their 

papers in different paper presentations sessions. The papers were submitted beforehand and the 

abstracts were published in the souvenir. Selected papers were published in the proceedings of the 

conference.  

 

Paper Presentations – Technical Session 

 



 

 

Day II 16th July 2022 

Day two of the seminar Plenary, Paper Presentations and Valedictory session was held in the 

College Library Hall from 10:30 am to 4 pm. 

 

Plenary Session – First Speaker 

Day 2 began with plenary session lectures in the first half and the first session was anchored by 

Dr. Khushbu Kumari of Political Science Department. The first speaker was Md. Dr. Niyaz 

Hussain Associate Professor of History, VKSU. In his lecture he spoke on the topic ‘Glimpse of 

Surya temple: a historical perspective’. He talked about how sun is worshipped in various cultures, 

such as Hindu scriptures, Bible, and Babylon Civilization. He said that in the entire world sun is 

worshipped in various forms.  In the ancient Mesopotamia we find mention of sun worship. That’s 

why the onset of human civilization is connected with the significance of sun. for example, 

beginning of agriculture.  It is also considered as source of life. It is a symbol of life. In the context 

of India, we find sources of sun worship since the pre historic times such as mural painting similar 

to that of sun (rays of sun in circle) in Chhattisgarh rock shelter we find evidence. In Vedic region 

savitiri and gaytri mantra is mentioned. We find evidence of upnishshds as well we find mention 



of surya. Similarly, in Ramayana too we find mention of sun. Dr. Niyaz cited various ancient 

sources to emphasize value of sun worship in ancient history.  

 

Second speaker Dr. Chintu talked about philosophical aspect of temples while taking historical 

and political science approaches. Temples are centers of learning, creativity and artistic expression. 

She focusses on relevance of Buddhist philosophy in contemporary period.  As Lord Budhha ‘what 

we see today is world order local, international, Burma, Afganistan, Russian invasion ‘everywhere 

we see there is mentality of economic, cultural expansion through domination. For example, in Sri 

Lanka change of political power. Buddhist philosophy says that death is the ultimate result.  So, 

there is no need for power politics and one needs to live well. There are four noble truths according 

to Buddha. We need to change the way we live and introspection is important.  

 

Next speaker Dr. Vandana Singh presentation was focussed on Mujjafarpur’s chaturbhuj : a 

historical tradition. Many historical temples were mentioned for example baba garibnath mandir 

etc.  Turki Village small idol was worshipped. A mythical story was shared of a priest having a 

dream and being asked by the shiv idol to establish it somewhere. Another person having dream 

that he was asked by god to build bhairav mandir. This chaturbhuj mandir is ancient. The social 

changes had an impact on the sanctity of chaturbhuj temple as a red light area was build. It’s a 

contradiction that because of the social space the chaturbhuj mandir has not got the much needed 

reverence. In post gupta period there was a land grant given by state to build temple however, 

otherwise nagarik samaj people were able to build many temples. And this temple was built in the 

similar tradition. In this chuturbhuj shiv Vishnu idol which is popular. Everywhere else Vishnu 

idol is worshipped however in mujjafarpur this temple has lost relevance. She focussed on various 

attempts at revival of the temple. 

 

Dr. Vijayalakshmi Associate Professor of Home Science was the next speaker and she focussed 

on the topic, ‘Surya Temple’. She also spoke about relevance of sun in the everyday human live 

since the ancient times.  She talked about most of the temples and how they were centres of 

learning and education.  She cited a philosopher that in ancient times temples were centres of 

learning and schools for example in Patliputra. She gave example of Nalanda hostels how students 



were admitted and were educated. Their working was social and they had a different teaching style. 

They were educated on ved, vedant and music, it was spiritual as well as cultural.  

In a village she cited named ‘agrahar’ where pandit were found in abundance and they were given 

grants in form of land. The pandits gave their land and to be used for education. The land grants 

started from satvahnas time period. Taxila according to her was also an agrahar. She further 

focussed on how in western India many popular temples were found. In continuation with special 

speakers, paper presentations followed by participants.  

 

Lunch : Day 2 

 

In the valedictory session chief guest was Dr. Prof. Piyush Kamal sir Professor of History, Magadh 

University, Gaya.  He said that there is a newness in the topic. That it will be a mile stone in the 

context of Indian historiography. One can use a study like this we can use it in form of source. 

Regional history can be created into a national history. Survey of temples will lead to many such 

history. In south India temples have been a life of public social life. Temples are centres of social 

life. History of peoples can be written by observing the social life. If we look at the methodology 

in this context the topic can be considered as a source. People’s history can be written by survey 



of temples. He said that he doesn’t believe in any particular ideology and he writes history there 

cannot be any history without a view point. It is not necessary to be a Marxist, leftist, nationalist 

to be a historian. ‘My sources tell me to write, rather than any ideology’ he said.  He gave an 

example of colonial historians. According to him, colonial historical writing such as James mill or 

Vincent Aurther Smitt. They had a goal of domination over India so history writing was motivated 

by such political concern. There was a stereotype of oriental despotism which outlined that the 

State government was more despotic. Later historians also followed the colonial historical opinions 

such as Bipan Chandra etc. so they looked at history from a particular view point. That’s why we 

need to look at new sources and write new history.  

 

Felicitation of Chief Guest - Valedictory 

 

Prof. Dr. Niraj Kumar, CCDC of Vir Kunwar Singh University, he congratulated Dr. Rajiv for 

organising such seminar. He talked about history of university and how such seminars are 

significant in improving the academic value of university especially in NAAC assessments.  

 

Dr. Rajiv Kumar thanked everyone in the vote of thanks for everyone’s contribution and time. This 

topic was eventual and was selected among many topics. It started in pre-covid times however the 

choice was to have an offline event.  The topic was well appreciated by many.  

 



The programme ended by singing the National Anthem.  

 

 

 

 

 


